[Treatment of chronic subdural collection in infants by subdural peritoneostomy].
Between 1980 and 1987, 50 chronics bilateral subdural collections in infants were treated by means of a subdural peritoneal shunt (unilateral in 48 cases, bilateral in 2 cases). In 2 patients with huge macrocranium the drains were left in situ. In the 48 others, the drains were removed after an average of 10 months. In these 48 cases, the drainages either bilateral (2 cases) or unilateral (46 cases) led to the disappearance of the collections; however, in 1 of these 48, a drain had to be reinserted due to the reproduction of the collection following the removal of the initial drainage. High level of C.S.F. protein content did not alter the peritoneal resorption. Obstruction of the catheter by a clot occurred in 3 cases with grossly bloody collections. Unilateral subdural peritoneal drainage for bilateral pericerebral collection is an efficient and safe treatment. The authors should advocate temporary external drainage only in the cases where the collection is grossly bloody.